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Govt ignored defence procurement
procedure in Rafale deal: Chidambaram

PBD BUREAU
KOLKATA, AUG 25

tepping up attack on
Sthe government over

the Rafale fighter jet
issue, senior Congress
leader P Chidambaram
on Saturday accused the
Centre of ignoring the
defence procurement pro-
cedure and "bypassing”
several committees to
secure the deal.

He also called for a
detailed inquiry into the
contract.

Chidambaram
demanded that there
should be a public debate
on how the prices negoti-
ated for each aircraft by
the Congress-led UPA
government "have gone
up by three times" in the
deal negotiated by the
BJP-led NDA dispensa-
tion.

"We think the matter is
serious enough that there
should be a public debate
and a detailed inquiry
into it. That is why the
Congress president

(Rahul  Gandhi) has
raised it," he said.
The former finance

minister alleged that the
Cabinet Committee on
Security was not taken
into confidence by the
government before sign-
ing the deal.

"There are several
questions, which need to
be answered. There is a
defence procurement pro-
cedure that was com-
pletely bypassed. There
was a Contract
Negotiation Committee
that never met for this
deal. There is a Price
Negotiation Committee
which was never called to
meet.

"Above all, there is a
Cabinet Committee on
Security, which has to
approve any defence pur-
chase of this size. None of
these committees were
involved, the ministers
didn't know about it," he

told reporters at the
Congress office .
The contract was

announced in April 2015
by keeping everybody in

the dark, Chidambaram
alleged.

"The UPA contract
priced the Rafale jets at
Rs 526 crore per aircraft
and the NDA contract
priced them at Rs 1,670
crore per aircraft. If these
numbers are correct, will
someone explain why the
prices jumped three
times? The government
says it is a secret agree-
ment. But a Dassault
Aviation report has
already quoted the price,”
he said.

Chidambaram said the
deal was made by stating
that the aircraft were
being brought in a fly-
away condition on "emer-
gency purpose” as the
squadrons of the Indian

Air Force are depleting,
but "not a single aircraft”
has arrived in India so far.
"If they wanted the
aircraft on an emergency
purchase basis, they
would have ensured that
the first aircraft lands in
the country within a few
months. So, this is cer-
tainly not an emergency
purchase,” he said.
During the UPA deal,
he said, there was a
clause that offset obliga-
tions of Dassault Aviation
would be performed by
state-owned Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd (HAL).
But, under the new
contract by the NDA gov-
ernment, Dassault was
given the opportunity to
choose its offset partner
and it had picked a pri-
vate company for this
purpose, the senior
Congress leader said.
"Under the UPA gov-
ernment deal, technology
was to be transferred to
HAL and it was to make
108 aircraft... But, under
the NDA contract, there
was no transfer of tech-

nology and HAL has
been completely kept out
of the agreement,”
Chidambaram alleged.

"Why didn't the gov-
ernment ask Dassault to
choose HAL as its offset
partner and why there is
no transfer of technolo-
gy? There are no answers
to these questions,” he
said.

Chidambaram said the
charge by the BJP that
previous governments,
too, did not disclose the
price of defence acquisi-
tions is completely base-
less, as the UPA govern-
ment had "time and
again” disclosed the
prices of such deals.

"We had revealed the
prices of INS
Vikaramaditya, the Sukhoi
and Mirage aircraft on the
floor of Parliament.

"All of these taken
together leads to great sus-
picion. Why is the govern-
ment so secretive about
the price and why are they
refusing to answer ques-
tions and coming up with
lame excuses?" he asked.

Presidency Univ impasse: Agitating
students to undertake signature drive

PBD BUREAU
KOLKATA, AUG 25

A section of students of
Presidency  University,
who have been demand-
ing accommodation in the
Hindu hostel which is
presently under repair, on
Saturday said they will
launch a signature cam-
paign apart from continu-
ing with their sit-in to bol-
ster their demand.
Around 50 students
have been agitating in the
university campus since

Augist 3.
A spokesman of the agi-
tating students, Subho

Biswas said, the boarders
will launch a signature
campaign among the uni-
versity students from
Monday to raise aware-
ness about the difficulties
faced by the boarders of
the Hindu Hostel and the
reasons behind the current
stir. "While continuing the
sit-in, we will take the bat-
tle among the students in
general and seek their
opinion about the future
course of action by under-
taking a signature cam-
paign. We will then organ-

ise a mass convention in
the first week of
September and based on
the feedback from these
two campaigns, we will
decide whether to
approach any higher
authority to address our
demand,"” Biswas, one of
the 50 boarders, said.
Ayan Chakraborty, an
activist of students’ body
Independent
Consolidation (IC), said a
part of the corridor of the
university building has
been turned into a
makeshift hostel without
causing any difficulty to
anybody. He said there

had been no further com-
munication with Vice
Chancellor Anuradha

Lohia or any varsity offi-
cial on the issue after the
V-C talked to them on
August 8.

"The V-C talked to the
students last week but on a
different issue and the hos-
tel agenda did not figure,”
he said. A wuniversity
spokesman said, "We have
already explained the situ-
ation to the students. We
had promised to them that
the Hindu Hostel can be
thrown open to them only

after PWD declares it fit
for use after renovation.
We can only hope they will
understand the situation."”

A group of 36 teachers
of the university had earli-
er urged the agitating stu-
dents to withdraw their
stir promising them to
monitor renovation work
of the Hindu Hostel build-
ing and go back to the
rented premises at New
Town, about 18 km away
from the university cam-
pus, for the time being.

"We are not disrupting
the academic or adminis-
trative work. We are just
staying at a particular
place in the campus,”
Chakraborty said.

The students claimed
that renovation in two of
the six blocks of the Hindu
Hostel building has
already been completed
and they should be accom-

modated in these two
blocks.

The Hindu Hostel,
adjoining the College

Street institution, had been
shut down for repairs on
July 29, 2015 and 150
boarders were shifted to a
rented accommodation at
New Town.

Chidambaram supports Rahul
Gandhi for anti-Sikh riot comment

PBD BUREAU
KOLKATA, AUG 25

SENIOR Congress leader
P Chidambaram on
Saturday came out in sup-
port of his party presi-
dent's comment on the
1984 anti-Sikh riots and
said Rahul Gandhi cannot
be held responsible for
something that took place
when he was 13-14 years.

Chidambaram, who is
on a visit in the city, said
former prime minister
Manmohan Singh had
apologised in Parliament
as had former party chief
Sonia Gandhi for the "ter-
rible thing" (anti-Sikh
riots) that took place when
the Congress was in
power.

Rahul Gandhi, who is
on a two-day visit to the
UK, had told an audience
of UK-based parliamen-
tarians and local leaders in
London on Friday that the
incident was a 'very
painful tragedy”, but dis-
agreed with the view that

the Congress was
involved.
Chidambaram said,

"Congress was in office in
1984, nobody is denying
that. A very terrible thing
happened in 1984 for
which Dr Manmohan
Singh has apologised in
Parliament. We are not
saying that the Congress is
absolved. Mrs (Sonia)
Gandhi has also apolo-
gised and on numerous
occasion, some of us have
also said what happened
in 1984 was a terrible
thing."

"Now, you can't hold
Rahul Gandhi responsible
for that - he was 13 or 14
years of age then... He has
not absolved anyone.
What Rahul Gandhi has
said is there is on the
AICC website. The full
text is there you can have a
look at it, please read it,"
the former finance minis-
ter said.

Rahul Gandhi had also
said he was "100 per cent”
for the punishment for
those involved in any vio-

lence against any body.

"I have no confusion in
my mind about that. It
was a tragedy, it was a
painful experience. You
say that the Congress
party was involved in that,
I don't agree with that.
Certainly there was vio-
lence, certainly there was
tragedy,” he had said.

On Rahul Gandhi com-
paring the RSS with radi-
cal Islamist outfit Muslim
Brotherhood,
Chidambaram asked
reporters to go through
the full text of the speech.

On criticisms by the BJP
on Rahul Gandhi com-
menting on the country's
internal issues on foreign
soil, he said these ques-
tions should be first asked
to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

"You should have asked
this question when
Narendra Modi had
addressed a huge NRI
gathering at Maddison
square in the US. Did you
ask this question?”
Chidambaram said.

Mamata wishes
happy Onam

PBD BUREAU
KOLKATA, AUG 25

CHIEF Minister Mamata
Banerjee  on Saturday
wished the Malayalees a
happy Onam and hoped
that the Keralites would
be able to overcome the
difficulties caused by the
recent floods in the state
and witness a good har-
vest next season.

"Wishing my
Malayalee brothers and
sisters a #HappyOnam,
Banerjee wrote on her
Twitter handle. "We are
sure you will overcome
the pain of the destruction
caused by the devastating
#KeralaFloods and pre-
pare for a bountiful har-
vest next year," she added.

In the ongoing mon-
soon, Kerala witnessed
severe flooding following
unusual heavy rainfall.
About 231 people were
killed in Kerala since
August eight and over
10.40 lakh others are
lodged in 2,770 camps
across the state, official
sources said.

Woman arrested for
trying to ‘kill’ two

salesman,

PBD BUREAU
KOLKATA, AUG 25

A woman has been arrested
from the New Alipore area of
the city for allegedly trying to
"kill' two salesmen of a
kitchen-chimney ~ company
when they went to her home
to receive payment for a prod-
uct she had purchased a
month back, police said on
Saturday:.

Madhumanti Saha, in her
50s, has been arrested from
her residence in New
Alipore's P-block for allegedly
spiking drinks she had offered
to the two salesmen Amit
Chakraborty and Somnath
Mondal of a chimney compa-
ny when they went to her
home yesterday to receive
payment for the chimney, a
senior officer of Kolkata Police
said.

Amit Chakraborty fell
unconscious after having the
"spiked" drink while Somnath

say police

seeing him in that state tried to
contact his seniors but was
stopped by the woman, the
officer said quoting the com-
plaint of the company. "First
the woman tried to snatch
Somnath's phone and unleash
her dog on him when he tried
to contact his senior officials,”
the officers said.

Somnath, somehow, man-
aged to escape and went to the
New Alipore Police station
and then rescued Amit in an
unconscious-state and admit-
ted him to a nearby hospital,
he said. The police arrested the
woman after the company
lodged a complaint against
her in connection with the
matter. "She had purchased a
chimney last month and paid
the amount through a cheque
which bounced. When she
was informed about the mat-
ter, she said she will be paying
the amount in cash and had
invited officials from the com-
pany,” the Investigating officer
(IO) in the case said.

One killed during
panchayat
chief election

KOLKATA, AUG 25

ONE person was killed and 10
others were injured when two
groups clashed during the
election of a village panchayat
pradhan (chief) in North
Dinajpur district today, police
said.

Two groups clashed dur-
ing the election of the pan-
chayat pradhan of
Panditpotta village, they said.
The two groups attacked each
other with stones and bricks in
which one person was killed
10 were injured, police said.

They said the injured per-
sons have been admitted to
Islampur hospital and six per-
sons have been arrested in
connection with the clash.

Tata Motors celebrates 1500th GS800 Safari Storme

PBD BUREAU
KOLKATA, AUG 25

REITERATING its commit-
ment to 'Make in India,
Tata Motors today cele-
brates the milestone of
rolling out the 1500th
GS800 (General Service
800) Safari Storme 4x4 for
the Indian Armed Forces.
The vehicle was rolled
out with a ceremonial flag
off by Dr. Subhash Bhamre,
MosS, Defence,
Government of India along
with Mr. Vernon Noronha,
Vice President, Defence &
Government Business, Tata
Motors, at its Pune facility.
The company bagged the
order to supply 3192 units
of Safari Storme to Indian

Armed forces and have
successfully delivered
1300+ vehicles.

The Safari Storme
GS800 is indigenously
designed to meet the
requirements of the Indian
Army with a contempo-
rary, highly reliable and
sturdier Diesel SUV with
robust features, and a min-
imum payload capacity of
800 kgs. The vehicle has
undergone a total rigorous
trial duration of fifteen
months in varied terrains
across the country, demon-
strating its supreme per-
formance, with a capability
of coping with on-road or
off-road terrains. Offering
60% higher payload, over
70% higher power and
over 200% higher torque,

this vehicle has been cus-
tomized to endure severely
rugged operational condi-
tions ranging from high-
altitude drives, traversing
snow-bound regions,
crossing deserts to the
marshy lands.
Commenting on the
successful roll-out of the
1500th Tata GS800 Safari
Storme, Vernon Noronha,
Vice President, Defence &
Government Business, Tata
Motors Limited said, "We,
at Tata Motors, take
immense pride to roll-out
the 1500th GS800 Safari
Storme of the 3192 order
for the Indian Army. This
modern SUV - Tata GS800
is specially customized to
meet the requirements of
the Indian Armed Forces.

The  continued faith
bestowed by the country’s
security forces in Tata
Motors is a reflection of our
pedigree & aspiration to
serve the nations challeng-
ing requirements on the
front lines. The milestone
of rolling out the
1500thSafari Storme is the
result of the absolute dedi-
cation of our workforce,
while reiterating our com-
mitment to support
Government's 'Make in
India’' initiative.”

The Tata GS800 Safari
Storme is a fully loaded
vehicle packed with special
features such as ABS,
recovery hooks, jerry can
and fog lamps to suit army
requirement during mis-
sions. Being a low mainte-

nance vehicle, it comes
with bucket seats, mobile
charging point, Air
Conditioning (AC), heat-
ing, demisting, power win-
dows and ample space
inside the cabin to accom-
modate six crew members
comfortably.

Tata Motors has been
serving the country's off-
road defence and security
forces, since 1958 having
supplied over 1.5 lakh
vehicles to the Indian
Military and Paramilitary
forces, so far. The compa-
ny offers products and
services that not only
meet the needs of the
domestic market, but are
also positioned to meet
most stringent require-
ments across the world.

Centenary of Bengali cinema

PBD BUREAU
KOLKATA, AUG 25

THE centenary of
Bengali cinema will be
celebrated through a
musical event at the
'Bongo Probashi Milap
2018 in Dubai on
November 30, 2018,
Bengali film superstar
Prosenjit Chatterjee said.

The musical event will
be presented by artistes
from the Bengali enter-
tainmeent industry and
is "aimed at showcasing
the contemporay best of

Bengal,” he said .

Chatterjee said
Punjabi soundtracks
have become the rage for
rhythm, pace and beats
in the country and glob-
ally though many did not
understand the lyrics.
Bengali music should
strive to get that kind of
popularity among the
non-Bengali speaking
people.

"We must ponder how
to make Bengali music
equally popular among a
cross-section of Indians.
We have everything -
from lyrics to foot-tap-

ping rhythm - we have
such a rich reserve of dif-
ferent genres of music
with which people can
easily connect. We have
to take Bengali music to
the world,"

Chatterjee said adding
events like the 'Bongo
Probashi Milap 2018’ can
serve the purpose of tak-
ing our culture to the
diaspora. Besides
Chatterjee, popular radio
jockey-actor-emcee Mir,
actors Biswanath Basu,
Kanchan Mullick, actress
Pallavi Chatterjee,
Poulami Das and director

to be held

Kaushik Ganguly have
suppported the initia-
tive.

As part of the event,
besides hosting the show
to commemorate special
celebration for '100 years
of Bengali Cinema’, a
film festival showcasing
six Bengali feature films
and six short films will
be held on December 1
and 2.

There will also be a
trade exhibition on
December 1 and 2, 2018
involving exhibitors
from Bengal and UAE to
showcase designer

in Dubai

apparels, specialty foods
and savories, travel and
tour options, education
opportunities and many
more.

"Bongo Probashi
Milap 2018 is a celebra-
tion of the rich Bengali
Art and Culture on a sin-
gle platform. It is an
attempt to create a warm
confluence of cinema,
music, business, art and

culture, handicrafts,
fashion and specialty
food from  Bengal,"

actress Pallavi Chatterjee
said on behalf of the
organisers.

WB Guv greets
people on
Rakshabandhan

KOLKATA, AUG 25

WEST Bengal Governor
Keshari Nath Tiipathi today
conveyed his heartiest greet-
ings and good wishes to the
people of state on the eve of the
Rakhsabandhan and hoped
that the festival would strength-
en social unity and national
integrity of the country. e said
that Rakhsabandhan symbolis-
es not only the deep love
between a sister and a brother
but also strengthens the sup-
port base of relationship.

Fire engulfs building

KOLKATA, AUG 25

A fire broke out at a build-
ing in the city's Elliot Road
area this afternoon, police
said. Five fire tenders
were pressed into service
to douse the fire that
broke out at around 3.40
pm, they said. "The reason
of the fire is yet to be

ascertained. We have evac-
uated a few people who
were inside the building,”
an officer of the Fire
Department said.

There were no casual-
ties so far, he said adding
that a team of Kolkata
Police Disaster
Management was also
present there.

Shut Down of Passenger Ticketing

System, Eastern Region
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Railway users as below :—

w, I view of system maintenance at PRS Data Centre
j(f;oj)’ Kolkata, the ticketing and related activities over
3y L\{ ./ Eastern Railway, South Eastern Railway, East
N Coast Railway, South East Central Railway,
Northeast Frontier Railway and East Central Railway will
be affected and services may not be available for the

Date Time
From To
14.15 hrs. 15.15 hrs.
29.08.2018 (Wednesday) 535" 1 23.59 hrs.
30.08.2018 (Thursday) 00.00 hrs. | 01.30 hrs.

EASTERN

Internet based booking as well as enquiry will not be available
during this period. Inconvenience is regretted.
Chief Commercial Manager/PM

RAILWAY 2

o

beyond said date and time.
2. Cut-off date : 10th September, 2018.

ballot paper.

voting at the AGM through ballot paper.

www.evotingindia.com.

Place: Kolkata
Date: 25.08.2018

ADARSH MERCANTILE LIMITED

CIN: L51109WB1992PLC055082
Registered Office: 8A & 8B, Satyam Towers, 3, Alipore Road,
Kolkata — 700 027
Phone No. : (033) 2479-1951, Fax: (033) 2479-1952
E-mail: adarshmercantile @ gmail.com, website: www.adarshmercantile.in

NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the members of
the Company for the financial year 2017-18 will be held on Monday, the 17th
day of September, 2018 at 2.00 P.M. at the Registered Office of the Company
at 8A & 8B, Satyam Towers, 3, Alipore Road, Kolkata — 700 027 to transact the
business as set out in the notice of AGM dated 14th August, 2018 which has
been dispatched to the Shareholders of the Company along with Annual Report
in permitted mode by 24th August, 2018.

Pursuant to Regulation 44 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015 and Section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013
and the Rules framed thereunder, the Company is providing e-voting facilities
to the Members of the Company holding shares either in physical or in demate-
rialized form as on the cut-off date i.e. 10th September, 2018 to cast their vote
electronically through e-voting services provided by Central Depository
Services (India) Ltd. (CDSL) on all resolutions set out in the Notice of the AGM.
Members are requested to note the following :

1. The Remote e-voting period shall commence on Friday, the 14th day of
September, 2018 at 10.00. a.m. (IST) and will end on Sunday, the 16th day of
September 2018 at 5.00 p.m. (IST). The remote e-voting module shall be
disabled thereafter and voting through electronic mode shall not be allowed

3. Any person, who acquires shares of the Company and become member of
the Company after despatch of the notice and holding shares as of the cut-off
date i.e. 10th September, 2018, may obtain the login-ID and sequence number
by sending a request to M/s. Niche Technologies Pvt. Ltd., the Registrar &
Share Transfer Agents (RTA) at nichetechpl@nichetechpl.com or to the
Company at : adarshmercantile @ gmail.com. However, if the member is already
registered with CDSL for e-voting then such member can use his/her existing
User ID and password for casting his/her vote.

4. The facility for voting through ballot paper shall be made available at the
AGM and the members attending the meeting who have not cast their vote by
Remote e-voting shall be able to exercise their right at the meeting through

5. A member may participate in the AGM even after exercising his right to vote
through Remote e-voting but shall not be allowed to vote again in the AGM.

6. A person, whose name is recorded in the register of members or in the
register of beneficial owners maintained by the depositories as on the cut-off
date only shall be entitled to avail the facility of Remote e-voting as well as

7. Notice of the AGM is available on the company’s website i.e.
www.adarshmercantile.in and the website of www.cdslindia.com/

8. The Company has appointed Mr. Santosh Kumar Tibrewalla, Practising
Company Secretary as Scrutinizer to scrutinize both the electronic voting
process and voting process at the venue of AGM in fair and transparent manner.
9. In case of any query or grievances connected to e-voting, please contact
CDSL: Mr. Moloy Biswas, Regional Manager, Kolkata at Phone (033) 2282-
1375/1800-200-5533 or e-mail: helpdesk.evoting@cdslindia.com or
moloyb @cdslindia.com Notice is hereby further given that pursuant to Section
91 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Rule 10 of the Companies (Management
and Administration) Rules, 2014 and Regulation 42(1) of the SEBI (Listing
Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, the Register of
Members and Share Transfer Books of the Company will remain closed from
11 th September, 2018 to 17 th September, 2018 (both days inclusive) for the
purpose of ensuing Annual General Meeting.

By order of the Board,

For Adarsh Mercantile Limited
sd/-

Ankita Banerjee

Company Secretary
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NIT NO.02/P.S./Rganj-1l/18-19
Undersigned invites sealed Tender
from bonafied & experienced con-
tractors Regd. Co-Op. Societies
formed by unemployed Engineers &
Labour Co-operative for various
Schemes under different fund of
BDO head of Raghunathganj-Il
Block.

Last Date of Application : 27.08.2018
For details contacts with the office
of the undersigned.

Executive Officer
Raghunathganj-Il Panchayat Samiti
Jangirpur, Murshidabad
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